
and literacy. 

      

     Promoting literacy is giv-

ing each third grader in our 

schools a Rotary dictionary.  

It costs surprisingly little but 

the excitement we see as 

children write their names 

into their very own books ï 

sometimes the first one 

theyôve owned ï is priceless.  

It is helping an adult with the 

computer skills necessary to 

write a letter or prepare a 

resume, or donating a book 

in your program speakerôs 

name to a local library or 

school. 

     Literacy, as Kofi Annan 

said, is ñhope.ò   Hope for a 

better life.  Hope for an un-

derstanding of the world 

around us and the ability to 

communicate,  learn and cre-

ate. 

     Whether it is an individ-

ual effort, a club or district 

initiative or an international 

commitment, we Rotarians 

are making a difference 

through our commitment to 

literacy.  It is one more rea-

son for us to be Rotary 

Proud.   

   ñLiteracy 

is a bridge 

from mis-

ery to 

hope,ò said 

Kofi An-

nan, co-

recipient of 

the Nobel 

Peace 

Prize and 

UN Secretary General from 

1997 to 2007.  ñLiteracy is, 

finally,ò he said, ñthe road to 

human progress and the 

means through which every 

man, woman and child can 

realize his or her full poten-

tial.ò 

     Rotarians worldwide cele-

brate literacy this month.  

Thanks to the emphasis (and 

funding)  Past District Gover-

nor Mary McCambridge has 

made and provided toward 

literacy,  projects have ex-

panded and multiplied in our 

district over the past two 

years.  They include Johns-

town-Millikenôs bedtime 

reading program, Rivertonôs 

ñRead to Meò project, Gillette 

Energyôs Books for Kids and 

Literacy Walk, an English 

program for East African 

refugees sponsored by 

Greeley Redeye, High Plains-

Eatonôs Literacy Fair and 

childrenôs book programs in 

Thermopolis, Loveland, 

Worland, Torrington, Star 

Valley, Rawlins, Rock 

Springs, Powell and Estes 

Park. 

     Several clubs are also 

exploring  BookTrust a na-

tional nonprofit which is 

serving over 3000 kids in 

14 schools in Northern 

Colorado.  This is a great 

way to get books in the 

hands of low-to-moderate-

income kids.  For more in-

formation go to 

www.booktrust.org. 

     Basic education and lit-

eracy is one of the six areas 

of focus for the Rotary 

Foundation.  Rotaryôs goal 

is ñenable Rotarians to en-

sure that all people have 

sustainable access to basic 

education and literacy by:   

 

1. Involving the commu-

nity to support programs 

that strengthen the capacity 

of communities to provide 

basic education and literacy 

to all  

2. Increasing adult literacy 

in communities 

3. Working to reduce gen-

der disparity in education 

Supporting studies for ca-

reer-minded professionals 

related to basic education 
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Dining on the Town in 

Steamboat Springs. Each 

registrant will receive a 

$25 coupon good toward 

their meal that evening-

this is included in your 

full conference registra-

tion fee. Dining options 

will be available upon 

arrival at the conference. 

Among the speakers 

and performers con-

firmed for this yearôs 

district conference are 

award-winning Texas 

author and speaker Dave 

McSpadden, the King Nô 

Trio of Grand Junction 

and award-winning 

singer-songwriter and 

peace activist David 

LaMotte of Chapel Hill, 

NC.  

For more information 

about the District Con-

ference ð including vid-

eos, photos, events and 

speaker bios ð visit Ro-

taryProud.com. 

     There are two rea-

sons to register right now 

for the 2013 District 5440 

Conference. 

First, everyone who reg-

isters early for the event 

will receive a 10-percent 

discount on the $200 reg-

istration fee. Second, eve-

ryone who registers early 

will be eligible to win a 

$500 shopping spree at 

Steamboat Springs busi-

nesses during the confer-

ence. The deadline to re-

ceive the discount and be 

eligible for the shopping 

spree is March 29, 2013. 

The district conference 

is May 30 through June 1 

at the Steamboat Grand 

Resort Hotel and Confer-

ence Center in Steamboat 

Springs, CO. The theme 

for this yearôs conference 

is Rotary Proud and Ro-

tarians can register for the 

conference by clicking on 

the ñRegister for the 

Eventò link at Ro-

taryProud.com or visiting 

the District 5440 website 

at rotary5440.org 

The district conference 

will be held at the Steam-

boat Grand Resort Hotel 

and Conference Center. 

Conference attendees 

need to make their own 

reservations directly with 

The Steamboat Grandôs 

Reservations Department 

by following the link to 

ñbook your lodgingò at 

RotaryProud.com or by 

calling 877-269-2628. 

Negotiated rates for the 

conference range from 

$92 per night to $231 per 

night depending on the 

type of room. Attendees 

should use the 2013 Ro-

tary District Conference 
group when making reser-

vations to qualify for the 

special group rates. 

This year's Friday eve-

ning dinner will feature 

REGISTER EARLY TO SAVE ON DISTRICT 

CONFERENCE  

Photos courtesy of Steamboat Pilot & TodaySteamboat Springs has a unique downtown shopping district that includes stores 
such as Moose Mountain Trading Co., F.M. Light & Sons and Zirkel Trading. Everyone who registers for the district conference 
by March 29 will be entered to win $500 to spend at stores such as these. 

To register for the 2013 

District Conference or 

for more information, 

please visit Rotary 

Proud.com  

Early registrants 

will be entered to 

win a $500 shop-

ping spree  

http://RotaryProud.com/
http://RotaryProud.com/
http://www.rotaryproud.com/
http://www.rotaryproud.com/
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This past year was one of major accomplishments for Ro-
tary and your Rotary Foundation. 

Extraordinary progress was made toward the eradication 
of polio. We made history when India was removed from 
the list of polio-endemic countries ð leaving just Afghani-
stan, Nigeria, and Pakistan. A difficult road lies ahead, but 
thanks to the commitment and generosity of Rotarians 
and friends, we are confident that Rotary will lead the way 
toward a polio-free world. 

We also expanded Rotaryôs reach in new and effective 
ways by entering into partnerships with Mercy Ships and 
UNESCO-IHE. And we built on our record of humanitarian 
service by continuing our strong relationships with the Bill 
& Melinda Gates Foundation, USAID, Aga Khan Univer-
sity, Oikocredit and the Rotary Peace Centers. 

Over half a million young people worldwide participated in 
our New Generations programs. Their involvement in Ro-
tary Youth Exchange, Rotaract and Interact clubs, and 
RYLA events helped them develop skills that theyôll need 
to become service-minded community and global leaders 
- and future Rotarians. 

In 2012, The Rotary Foundation also earned top marks from several independent charity evaluators, includ-
ing the American Institute of Philanthropy, Charity Navigator and the Wise Giving Alliance. 

As we look ahead, we can be proud of all that Rotarians have accomplished. I am pleased to share the digi-
tal version of the 2011-12 Rotary International and Rotary Foundation Annual Report (click here), which of-
fers a firsthand look at how Rotarians are working to improve the lives of people in need. I encourage you to 
review our annual report carefully, and to share it with others who may be interested in joining, partnering 
with, or donating to Rotary. 

Thank you for helping Rotary achieve lasting change in your community and around the world.  

Sincerely, 

John Hewko 
General Secretary 
Rotary International and The Rotary Foundation 
Twitter: @johnhewko 

 

P.S.:  Through the generous financial support of individuals like you, Rotary funds sustainable projects that 
help address the worldôs greatest needs.  Every gift makes a real and lasting difference! 

 

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION  

http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/19826970:22051162410:m:1:994896981:58C908710BE90049FE4CFF44FBB761BD:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/19826971:22051162410:m:1:994896981:58C908710BE90049FE4CFF44FBB761BD:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/19826970:22051162410:m:1:994896981:58C908710BE90049FE4CFF44FBB761BD:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/19826972:22051162410:m:1:994896981:58C908710BE90049FE4CFF44FBB761BD:r
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lies and friends, which 

often include a Hallow-

een party, Glow Golf, 

and holiday celebrations.  

With three Rotary Clubs 

in Estes Park, there is 

rarely a weekend with-

out a special Rotary ac-

tivity to support, to vol-

unteer for or to attend. 

     Congratulations to 

the Rotary Club of Estes 

Valley Sunrise!  You 

make all of us Rotary 

Proud! 

 

Mike Forney 

District Governor 

 

Each month District 

Governor Mike features 

a club he has visited that 

are examples of ñRotary 

Proud.ò   

     It can take 

lots of words 

to describe a 

successful Ro-

tary club, but 

ñfunò and 

ñserviceò tell 

it all for the 

Estes Valley 

Sunrise Rotary 

Club.  In this 

mountain 

community of 

some 6,000  residents, the 

Sunrise clubôs 70 mem-

bers are proud to sponsor 

two major signature 

events ï the Labor Day 

Arts and Crafts Show and 

the Autumn Gold Festival 

which together earned 

over $60,000 for the club 

each year.  

     The Sunrise Club also 

co-sponsored a casino 

night fundraiser ,staged a 

community block party 

(for Woodland Heights 

Fire victims) and won 

ñBest Overallò for their 

stick horse brigade at the 

annual Rooftop Rodeo 

parade.  One of their latest 

projects is a towering 

brass columbine flower 

they purchased which will 

be placed near the public 

library to commemorate 

the clubôs 25th anniversary 

and the introduction of 

women into Rotary Inter-

national. 

     Their support includes 

grants to community pro-

grams for child care, tu-

toring, and other special 

projects, high school 

scholarships, academic 

and athletic programs for 

youth, leadership camp, 

Interact, and Rotary 

Youth Exchanges to name 

just a few.  This club also 

supports clean water pro-

jects in other countries.  

The Sunrise club invests 

some $70,000 a year in 

local and international 

projects and activities!  

     For Sunrisers, itôs also 

about keeping the ñfunò 

quotient high. They round 

out the year by hosting 

many social events for 

Rotarians and their fami-

ROTARY PROUD- ROTARY CLUB OF ESTES 

VALLEY SUNRISE  

Club President Jane Schoen (left) pre-
sents one of the 11 replacement 
benches the club purchased for the 
Estes Park Medical Center to Executive 
Director, Jill Anderson, EPMC Founda-
tion.  

Sunrise Rotarian ñridersò gather together 

after winning a top prize at the 2012 

Estes Park Rooftop Rodeo for their Stick 

Horse Brigade.    

40% of the Estes Park Sunrise Rotarians are Paul Harris Fellows being honored 
here recently.   


